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About this visual guide

This visual guide compares the characteristics of ‘left
behind’ neighbourhoods to deprived areas and England
as a whole.

All data is taken from research carried out by OCSI and
Local Trust and can be accessed and

The paper also references commissioned
by Local Trust from Survation.

About the Community Wealth Fund Alliance
This visual guide was produced by the Community
Wealth Fund Alliance (CWFA). The CWFA seeks to secure
investment in social infrastructure in those ‘left behind’
neighbourhoods across the country that need it most.
Itis a cross-sectoral campaign to persuade government
that the next wave of dormant assets should be invested
for this purpose. Local Trust provides the secretariat to
the Alliance and is one of its founders.

Find out more

To learn more about the proposal for a Community Wealth
Fund and to find out which organisations are supporting
it, please visit: or contact:

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.
To view a copy of this license, visit


https://localtrust.org.uk/insights/research/left-behind-understanding-communities-on-the-edge/
https://www.appg-leftbehindneighbourhoods.org.uk/publication/communities-at-risk/
https://localtrust.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/left-behind-areas-missing-out-on-community-facilities-and-places-to-meet/
https://communitywealthfund.org.uk/
mailto:CWF@localtrust.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

INTRODUCTION

What are ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods?

Research by Local Trust and Oxford

Consultants for Social Inclusion {OCSI)
identifies 225 'left behind' wards across
England. These neighbourhoods are not

only severely deprived — they rank among

the 10 per cent most deprived on the
Index of Multiple Deprivation — they also
have the highest levels of community
needs. They are in the 10 per cent of
areas with the weakest community
provision based on a new Community
Needs Index.

Compared with other similarly deprived
areas, these wards have: worse socio-
economic outcomes across all metrics;
worse educational attainment; lower
participation in higher education; fewer
job opportunities,; and significantly worse
health cutcomes.

Why we use the term
‘left behind’

Ye recognise that the term’left behind’
can be controversial. ltcanimply alack
of rich and diverse heritage as well as
local pride in communities. When used
todescribe aset of places, it can suggest
that each place faces andreactsto
challengesinthe same way. instead of
highlighting the unigueness aof every area.

¥We do not use the term to reinforce

these stereotypes. Instead, we use the
term to signal that these areas have not
received a fair share of investment and
therefore lack the services and facilities
needed to bring communities together.

Eesearchsuggests that some people
living in areas that have experienced
low levels of investment identify

with the term ‘left behind’, asitis
instinctively understandable and has
political, social and culturalresonance.

What is the Community
Needs Index (CNI)?

OCS| developed the CNI in 2019 to
assess levels of social infrastructurein
allthewardsin England. 1115 based on
the following three domains:

Civic assets: access or proximity to
key community assets such as pubs,
libraries and green space.

Connectedness: access to key services,
such as health services, transport,
digital infrastructure and local jobs.

Engaged community: activity of
charities in the area and residents’
engagement in civic life and community.

These communities are also suffering
disproportionately from the impact of
COVID-19; their challenges, particularly
those associated with unemployment
and poor health, are likely to be
gxacerbated by the pandemic over the
medium to long term.

‘Left behind neighbourhoods are largely
concentrated in housing estates on

the edges of our post-industrial towns
and cities primarily in the Midlands

and the north of England and in coastal
communities in the South and East of
England.

The Community Wealth Fund Alliance
is proposing a multi-billion-pound Fund
to invest in social infrastructure in“left
behind’ neighbourhoods. Itis asking
government to create an endowment
from the next wave of dormant assets
{fromstocks, shares, bonds andinsurance
policies) initially worth £880m.
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The goal is to secure further funding over
the long-term to make the Community
Wealth Fund a self-sustaining endowment
capable of delivering funding in perpetuity.
We are also asking government to release
the £500m in the National Debt Fund to
provide early stage investment for the
Community Wealth Fund.

Funding would be provided to ‘left behind’
communities over the long term (10-15
years). Spending decisions would be made
by residents, with appropriate support,
building their confidence and capacity

to transform their area, increasing
prosperity and improving quality of life
into the future.

This visual guide outlines some of the
key socio-economic characteristics of
‘left behind’ neighbourhoods, including
employment, health and Covid-19
vulnerability; summarises research that
surveyed local residents’ aspirations for
their local area; and provides the full
list of the 225 wards.
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Part 1: The impact of being ‘left behind’

Employment, economy and poverty

‘Left behind areas have considerably fewer local jobs compared to other poor areas
{Figure 1). The below graph depicts the ‘jobs density’ - which measures the number of
jobs found nearby as a percentage of the working age population. It showsthereis a
sizeablejobs deficitin ‘left behind areas, with only 52.5jobs available locally per 100
people. In other deprived areas, the figure is 80.8.

Figure 1: Jobs density (jobs as a percentage of the working age population)
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Source: Business Register and Employment Survey (BRES), 2018.

COVID-19 hascreated a spike in unemploymentin bothleft behind' neighbourhoods
and other equally deprived communities {Figure 2). However, with fewer employment
opportunities available in‘left behind communities prior to the crisis, their unemployed
residents are likely to find it harder to secure jobs post pandemic.

Figure 2: Unemployment claimant rate (March-May 2020)
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Source: OCSI, based on Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), May 2020.
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https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=89
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=189
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/query/construct/summary.asp?mode=construct&version=0&dataset=162

Ahigher proportion of the working-age population receives some form of state-benefit
in ‘left behind” areas (Figure 3).

Figure 3: Proportion of people receiving state benefits
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Source: OCSI based on Department for Work and Pensions, May 2018.

Maore childrenface poverty and live in ‘out of work™ households in‘left behind’
neighbourhoods than in similarly deprived areas (Figure 4).

Figure 4: Children (aged 0-15) in poverty and ‘out of work’ households
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Source: OCSI based on HM Revenue and Customs/Department for Work and Pensions, 2015.
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https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/webapi/jsf/login.xhtml
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/personal-tax-credits-statistics

Health

Residents in‘left behind’ neighbourhoods suffer from significantly worse health
outcomes than those in other equally deprived communities and England as a
whole {(Figure 5).

Figure 5: People with ‘at risk’ health conditions
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Source: OCSI based on NHS Digital — from GP reqisters, 2017-2018.

Education

Residents of ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods leave school with lower grades, and the
propertion with no qualifications at all is markedly higher than other equally deprived
areas {Figure 6). This is likely to make it harder for people to gain employment,
particularly employment that pays a decent wage.

Figure 6: Highest level of educational attainment
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Source: OCSI based on Department for Education (DfE), 2013-2014.
Note: Level 1 (1x GCSE or equivalent) Level 2 (5+GCSE passes or equivalent) Level 3 (A-levels or eauivalent).
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https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/patients-registered-at-a-gp-practice/patients-registered-at-a-gp-practice-april-2018-special-topic---registered-patients-compared-to-the-projected-resident-population-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-neighbourhood-absence-and-attainment

Participationin higher educationis also markedly lower in ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods
compared to other equally deprived areas (Figure 7).

Figure 7: Percentage of state school pupils in higher education
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Source: OCSI based on Office for Students (ONS), September 2019.

Note: This chart tracks cohorts of 16 year old school pupils in England who completed their GCSEs
between 2010 and 2014. It matches them to higher education records for academic years 2012-2013 to
2017-2018.

COVID-19 vulnerability

The British Red Cross COVID-19 Yulnerability Index brings together data on clinical
vulnerability, demographic vulnerability, social vulnerability and health inequalities
toidentify neighbourhoods ‘at risk’ from the effects of COVID-19. It shows that ‘left
behind’ neighbourhoods are much more vulnerable to the virus (Figure 8).

Figure 8: COVID-19 Vulnerability Index
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Source: OCSI based on British Red Cross, 2020.
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https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/data-and-analysis/young-participation-by-area/about-tundra/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aWpzgvLKGEF5Ay_xVps17nnbT1zIEki7RGIIJXL5APo/edit

These neighbourhoods, despite being at greater risk from the pandemic, have not
had the same support to deal with it (Figure 9). It would appear that they have not
accessed the same levels of emergency funding as elsewhere. Early data from 360
Giving on 97 funders who have used the words ‘COVID or ‘Coronavirus'in grant

descriptions indicates that they have received less than half the funding per head.

Figure 9: COVID-19 charitable grants per 100,000 population
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Source: OCSI based on 360 Giving, 2020.

Early data from COVID-19 Mutual Aid UK {Figure 10) suggests that many fewer mutual

aid groups have been set up in‘left behind’ neighbourhoods.

Figure 10: Number of mutual aid groups per 100,000 population
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Source: OCSI based on Covid-19 Mutual Aid UK, 2020.
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https://covidtracker.threesixtygiving.org/%202020
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bWIuq_jYKOeSYSu-FswUVzRsxrEtS4PsQ1ESeSjuzMs/edit#gid%3D796317733
https://covidmutualaid.org/

Part 2: What ‘left behind’ communities want

Resources for communities

Polling in‘left behind’ neighbourhoods {Figure 11) found those saying their area got less
investment, places to meet was cited most in missing out on funding (57 per cent). This
was closely followed by community facilities such as leisure and sports facilities {55 per
cent). This highlights the importance that residentsin ‘left behind communities place
on local social infrastructure — places to meet and other community facilities which
bring peopletogether. Theywere both seen as more important thaninvestmentin job
opportunities and tackling unemployment — the third highest priority at 53 per cent.

Figure 11: You said that your area gets less resources, which areas do you feel
are missing out?
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Source: Survation/Local Trust polling, 2020.
Note: All respondents unweighted total: 1003.
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https://localtrust.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/left-behind-areas-missing-out-on-community-facilities-and-places-to-meet/

Decision-making power

62% of residents in‘left behind' neighbourhoods agree that local residents have
the capacity to really change the way their areais run {Figure 12).

Figure 12: To what extent do you agree with the following statement: When people
in this area get involved in their local community, they really can change the way
that their area is run?
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Source: Survation/Local Trust polling, 2020.
Note: All respondents unweighted total: 1003.

When asked if a fund was set up to help their community, who should lead decisions
about how the money was spent, a clear majority (54%) said local people, with a further
17% saying it should be local charities and community organisations {Figure 13). This
indicates strong support for community led funding, on the model of the proposed
Community Wealth Fund. in these areas.

Figure 13: ‘If a fund was set up to help provide more support to your community,
who should lead decisions about how the money is spent?’
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Source: Survation/Local Trust polling, 2020.
Note: All respondents unweighted total: 1003.

Understanding ‘left behind’ neighbourhoods: a visual guide 9


https://localtrust.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/left-behind-areas-missing-out-on-community-facilities-and-places-to-meet/
https://localtrust.org.uk/news-and-stories/news/left-behind-areas-missing-out-on-community-facilities-and-places-to-meet/

Part 3: ‘Left behind’ neighbourhoods

Ward Name Local Authority Ward Name Local Authority

Becantree
Fieldhay
Breightimet
Farmiarth
Harper Grasn
Charlestown
Harpurhey

Barking and Dazenhizm
Croydon

Bolton

Bolton

Bolton

Manchester
Manchester

Miles Platting and Mewton Manchester

Heath

Woedhouse Park
Balderstenaand Kirkhelt
smallbridge and Firgrowve
West Heywood

West Middleton

Littla Hultan

Hyde Crodley
LxnEdendals
Atherton

Leigh YWest
Femberton

Bella Yale

Morris Graen

Speke Garstan

Few Trea

Farr

5t Crewald

Bidston and 5t James
Roack Ferry
seaccmibe

Dearne Morth

Dearne Scuth

Monk Bretton

=t Helens

flaltley

Wallay

Wingfiald

YWincy Mook and
Whitehills

Bykear
Walker
Woalsingtan
Eede

Manchester
Rochoale

Rochdale
Rochdale

Rochoale
Salfard

Tameside
Tameside
Wigan
YWigan
Wigan
Liverpool
Liverpool
Liverpool
Liverpool
=t. Helens
sSefton
Wirral
Wirral
Wirral
Barnsley
Barnsley
Barnsley
Barnsley
Fotherham
FRotherham
Rotherham

Cateshead

Mewcastle upanTyne
Mewcastle upanTyne
Mewcastle upanTyne
SoUth Tyneside

Biddick and All Saints

SoUth Tyneside

simanzide and Rekendyke South Tyneside

Whiteleas
Castle
Hendon
Hettan
Redhill

St Anne's
Sandhill
Socuthwick
Washington Morth
Bartley Crasn
Hodge Hill
Kings Mortan
Kinzstanding
Lenzhridza
Shard End

Stechford and Yardley
Morth

Stockland Green
Weoley

Binley and Willenhall
Henley

Lenzfard

Hataley Heagth
Langley

Princes End

SoUth Tyneside
Sunderland
Sunderland
Sunderland
Sunderland
Sunderland
Sunderland
Sunderland
Sunderland
Birmingham
Birmingham
Birmingham
Birmingham
Birmingham
Birmingham
Birrmingham

Birmingham
Birmingham
Coventry
Cowentry
Coventry
sandwell
Sandwell
sandwell

Kingshurstand Fordbridze Salihull

Smith's Wood
Eloswich YWest
Darlaston Scuth
Bilston East
East Park

Tang
Middletan Park

Selinull

YWalsall

YWalsall
Walerhamptan
Walvertamptan
Eradfaord

Leeds

Airedaleand Ferry Frystan Wakefield

Hemswarth
Fnottingley

south Elmsall and Sodth
Hirk by

Wakefield East
Exstan

Wakefisld
Wakefisld
Wakefiald

Wakefisld
Redcar and Cleveland
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Ward Name Local Authority

Crangetown
Kirklzatham

Hardwickand Salters
Lare

Mandale and Victoria
Morton Scuth
Rozewarth

Stainsky Hill
sStockton Taown Centre
Appleton

Halton Castle
Crange

Halton Broak

Halton Lea

Hough Graen
hlarsey

Morton scuth
Bloamfield
Eransholme East
Branshaolme West
Lnzhill

Marfleet

Crehard Fark and

Crasmyaad
atAndrew's

SouUthooates East
SoUthocoates West

Bestwiood
Clifton Scuth

Boscombe West
FPaulsgrove
Bitterne
Macrclose

Moss Bay

Earraw [sland
sandwith
shiretrcok Marth Weast
Loundsley Green
Rother

Littlemeor

Sidley

Lee Chapel Morth
Fitsea Morth West
Fitsea south East

Redcar and Cleveland
Redcar and Cleveland
Stockton on Tees

sStockton on Tees
Stockton on Tees
sStockton on Tees
Stockton on Tees
sStockton on Tees
Haltom

Haltomn

Halton

Haltomn

Halton

Haltomn

Halton

Haltomn

Blackpoal

Kingston upan Hull, City of
Kingston uponHull, City of
Kingston upan Hull, City of
Kingston upon Hull, City of

Kingston upan Hull, City of

kingston uponHull, City of
Kingston upan Hull, City of
Kingston upanHull, City of

Mottingham
Mottingham

Baurnamauth
Fortsmeouth
sScuthampten
Allerdale

Allerdale

Earraw in Furness
Copeland
Balsaver
Chasterfield
Chasterfield
Weymauth and Portland
Raother

Basildan

Basildan

Basildan

Ward Name Local Authority

Yange

Alton Park

GColf Green
Harwich East
Fier

Rush Creen

=t Marys

&t Ceythand Point Clear
Waltan

Cranga
Bandfields
Warren Park
Tawn and Piar
Shepway Scuth
Cliftomwille vWest
Dane Yalley
Eastcliff
Mewinzton
Morthvwood
Brunshaw
Cawtharpe
Clowar Hill

Irwell
Stacksteads
Maorside
Mazdalen
Melscn
Tarmauth Morth
Ayvandale Crange
Canmp Hill
Gorsa Hill
Warndan

Cravve 5t Barnakbas

Abbey Hulton and
Taownsend

Bentilae and Libherlay

Blurten West and
Mewstead

Meir Morth
heir scuth
Tunstall
Kings Heath
Talavera
Mewoate

Baszildan
Tendring
Tendring
Tendring
Tendring
Tendring
Tendring
Tendring
Tendring
Cospart

Hawant

Hawant

Danvar
kAaidstana
Thanat

Thaneat

Thanet

Thanet

Thanet

Buirmley
Buirmley

Fendle
Reossendale
Reossendale
West Lancashire
Craat Yarmadth
Craat Yarrmauth
Craat Yarmadth
Kettering
Muneatan and Bedvearth
Warcestear
Warcestear
Cheshire East
Stoke o Trent

Stoke on Trent
Stoke on Trent

Stoke on Trent
stokea on Trent
Stokea on Trent
Motthamptan
Morthamptan
Mansfield
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Ward Name Local Authority Ward Name Local Authority

Cak Tres hansfield Sheppey East Sl e

De Bruce Hartlepool Fenside Boston
Headland and Harbaur Hartlepool Cainsboraugh East West Lindsay
lesmong Hartlepool Berwick Hills & Fallister Middlesbrough
Manor House Hartlepool Brambles & Tharntree Middleshrough
Annfield Plain Caounty Durham Hemlington Middlesbraugh
Aycliffe West Caunty Lurham North Crmeshy Middleshrotgh
Blackhalls Caunty Durham Fark End & Beckfi=ld hiddleshraugh
Cauncion Caunty Durham Eroakside Telfard and Wrekin
Craghead and South Moor County Durham Folkestone Central shepway
Deneside Caunty Durham 8” ERNSWaY W ellinﬂt? araugh .
Easington Caunty Durham reentill MorthWest Leicestershire
Ferryhill County Durham Kingswood & Hazel Leys  Corby

Heorden Caunty Durham Gamesley High Feak
Peterles East County Durham Cantral & Mew Crass Azhfield
Feterlae West Caunty Durham Adhwick e Straet & Dancaster
Shildonand Dene Valley  Caunty Durham Carcroft

Shatton and South Hetton County Durham Balby South Dancaster
Stanley County Durhan Bentley Daoncaster
Trimdonand Tharnley County Durham Mexborough Dancaster
wWoodhouse Close County Durhan Stainforth & Barnby Dun Doncaster
Chappington Morthumberland Seuthey sheffield
Callege Morthumbearland Harteliffe and Withywood  Bristal, City of
Cawpen Merthumberland Cherryfield Knowsley
Isaballa Morthumberland Halewood Scuth Knowsley

Kitty Brewster Morthumberland Morthwood Knowsley
Mewhiggin Cantraland Merthumberland Page Moss Hnowsley

East shevinzton Knowsley
Clarkscn Fenland =1 Michaels Fnowsley
Staithe Fenland stockbridge Fnowsley
Waterlees Village Fenland Foplars and Hulme Warringtan
Sheernass Swiale
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