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Library of Things 

ˈlaɪˌbreriː əv ˈθɪŋz 

noun 

A friendly place where people come to borrow useful things and learn how to use them

Definition



What’s the demand? Shoestring testing



The West Norwood 

‘flagship’



1. Browse Things in-store or online 

2. Become a member for free 

3. Borrow Things for your home, projects or adventures for a small fee (between 

50p – £15). Learn how to use them in a demo with trained Librarian 

4. Host, lead or attend a workshop eg. woodworking or mending

How it works



Total members (May 2017): 500+ 

Regular borrowers: currently 30% of members 

Geographical distribution: 80% of members are a walk or bus ride away.  

User groups: Low income (35%), young families & young professionals (40%), civic and enterprise projects (25%)

Meet the borrowers





Gardening

DIY

Cleaning Adventuring

Hobbying

Meet the Things

Cooking &  

hosting



The Top 10 Most Borrowed



Helping others start a Library of Things: The Bootcamp



Helping others start a Library of Things: The Toolkit



Helping others start a Library of Things: The Network



Next steps: Building Thing HQ



Questions? 

rebecca@libraryofthings.co.uk 

libraryofthings.co.uk 

@libraryofthings 



A powerful brand


